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provide technical assistance to recipients who
need it.

Access to healthy food is something that
most of us take for granted. But despite our
own experiences, we must remember that mil-
lions of our constituents struggle daily to feed
their families. With this market-driven ap-
proach, | aim to complement existing federal
programs and efforts nationwide by ensuring a
stable lending stream for struggling grocery
stores and sustainable access to food for
communities in need.

Mr. Speaker, | invite my colleagues to sup-
port this vital bill.

———

RECOGNIZING MS. SUZETTE
COWELL’S COMMUNITY ACHIEVE-
MENT

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 28, 2023

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate
Black History month this February, | rise today
to recognize the lifetime of work of a precious
local champion for the African American com-
munity in my hometown of Toledo, Ohio, Ms.
Suzette Cowell.

Suzette Cowell is the founding member and
CEO of Toledo’s Urban Federal Community
Development Credit Union. This specialized
credit union was created with a vision to help
generate economic development and new op-
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portunity. Suzette introduced fair credit to
neighborhoods which had never experienced
either before. In this locale, predatory lenders
and financial loan sharks suck the lifeblood
out of people and neighborhoods.

With decades of experience in the financial
arena, Ms. Cowell is a pioneering leader in
Toledo—and has led this credit union into the
multi-million-dollar community development in-
stitution it is today. This credit institution is a
model for financial development and commu-
nity development across our Nation.

Her insight into the unmet needs and sys-
temic issues that precipitated the founding of
this successful credit union are essential to
understanding America’s history, and our Na-
tion must build up to ensure all our residents
are uplifted. No place in America should be
absent the credit and credit counseling the
Federal Urban Credit Union provides.

| thank Suzette fo her astounding faith-filled
leadership and opportunity she and her board
and colleagues brought to our Toledo commu-
nity.

SUPPORTING CONGRESSWOMAN
JUDY CHU

HON. MARK TAKANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 28, 2023

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in fervent
defense of a great friend and loyal colleague,
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Congresswoman JubDY CHU, in light of recent
attacks against her character. | consider Con-
gresswoman CHU to be a fearless advocate
for her community, a loyal Member of the
United States House of Representatives, and
a close personal friend.

The disgraceful remarks made by a fellow
Member of Congress towards Congress-
woman CHU challenging her “loyalty and com-
petence” exemplify the extremes Republicans
will go to discredit the credibility of those they
disagree with. To insinuate Congresswoman
CHU is disloyal to her country is baseless and
a blatantly racist attempt to vilify a faithful pub-
lic servant. Congresswoman CHU’s heritage as
a proud Chinese American woman is a
strength for this legislative body, rather than a
danger. It is a somber reminder of the relent-
less scrutiny individuals of Chinese descent
face on a daily basis. The unfortunate reality
is these types of attacks on Chinese Ameri-
cans are not atypical, as grotesque stereo-
types perpetuate that Asian Americans are al-
ways foreign.

The Republican Conference must hold all of
their members accountable and must con-
demn all xenophobic attacks of all forms.
Words matter—and can bring about significant
harm to communities of all types. Our country
has lived through the impacts of targeting
Americans based solely on their country of ori-
gin. We must avoid the mistakes of our past
and denounce bigotry and racism as it occurs,
not channel it into hatred and baseless attacks
against our fellow Americans.
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